Case Study: A Local History Class

 

Background: This concerns a class in local history for adult learners. They could be working towards either taking an exam or it could be more of leisure time activity where the teacher aims for a brochure or magazine article as a final product. Either way the class needs to make progress and does not take kindly to individuals they see as barriers to that progress.
 

The Problem: There are one or two people in the class who are treated as outsiders. They have recently moved to the area and thought a good way of learning about their new home might be to join this class to help them integrate more in local society. But their way of speaking is difficult to understand and the rest of the group gets irritated by this as well as the lack of shared knowledge they have about the area.
 

The task: The teacher's task is how to raise awareness of this situation in the group, both to help the locals to be more accepting and also for the immigrants to understand the problems they are causing.
 

